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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Darfield  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  social  conditions  of  your  Urban  District  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December  1954,  The  report  has  the  same  general  outline 
as  those  for  previous  years  and  includes  once  again  a survey  of  the 
health  services  for  v/hich  the  County  Council  is  the  administrative 
authority.  A brief  statement  of  and  comraent  upon  the  hospital 
arrangements  have  also  been  included. 

The  vital  statistics,  wliilo  sho\d.ng  the  usual  annual  variations, 
were  on  the  wholo  favourable  and  with  the  additional  information  which 
can  bo  gleaned  from  such  other  sources  as  the  sickness  returns  from  the 
local  office  of  the  liinistry  of  National  Insurance  and  from  the  school 
attendance  records,  I thinJ^  it  can  be  said  that  in  general  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants  of  your  district  last  year  was  satisfactory. 

In  my  annual  report  for  1953  I gave  pride  of  place  to  the 
tremendous  achievement  of  the  housing  programme  with  the  completion  of 
1C3  houses  in  the  year.  It  would  seem  I cannot  \irito  in  such 
favourable  terms  of  last  year's  housing  progress  xdth  only  18  houses 
completed,  and  yet  much  progress  was  made.  Though  only  18  houses 
were  completed  in  the  year,  very  riiany  more  Xi/ere  in  the  final  stages 
of  completion  and  which,  this  year,  mil  bring  the  total  of  completed 
houses  up  to  the  century  niark  again.  In  addition,  the  second  phase 
of  the  sewage  reconstruction  scheme  in  the  Low  Valley  district  was 
completed,  a scheme  which  after  all  is  an  integral  part  of  the  district’s 
housing  development, 

I would  like,  however,  to  comraent  not  on  the  housing  progress 
alone  but  on  the  maintenance  of  the  housing  estates  and  in  tliis 
connection  I would  commend  the  efforts  of  the  Council  to  keep  the  now 
estates  both  clean  and  attractive.  It  is  important  that  the  estate 
tenants  do  not  simply  accept  the  place  in  wiiich  they  live  but  lllco  it 
as  well.  To  have  a pride  in  the  estate  brings  on  equal  pride  to  the 
home  for  the  one,  I feel,  is  coraplemontary  to  and  a reflection  of  the 
other.  This  pride  is  sho\Ntti  in  the  outward  appearance  of  the  houses 
and  gardens  and  the  affection  idiich  the  families  have  for  their  homes. 

It  is  right  that  the  Council  should  foster  this  pride  and  the  policy 
of  regular  swooping  of  roads,  maintenance  of  grass  verges  and  the 
planting  in  suitable  places  of  flowrs  is  one  to  bo  commended  and 
pursued.  It  may  bo  that  on  occasions  both  tenants  and  Council  become 
discouraged  by  tho  selfish  and  thoughtless  behaviour  of  the  few,  but 
time  and  example  should  remedy  tliis  and  eventually  give  tho  housing 
estates  that  charm  which  all  must  desire. 
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I vroiild  like  to  take  the  opportunity  to  thank  the  I'fenibers  of  the 
Council  for  their  continiied  interest  in  all  natters  relating  to  the 
health  of  the  district,  ny  deputy  Dr,  R,  Barnes  and  ny  Divisional 
Health  Office  staff  for  their  willing  assistance  and  yo\ar  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector,  Ifr,  C,  Cav/tliorne,  for  his  help  and  co-operation. 
He  has  prepared  that  part  of  the  report  dealing  vdth  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  district. 


I 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


R.S.  HYI®, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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DABFIELD  URBAI-I  DISTRICT  COUICIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
FOR  THi:  YEAR  1954. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area: 


Area  , , . 

...  2,018  acres 

Population  (Census  1951) 

...  6,238 

Registrar  General’s  ostiraate  of 

resident  population  mid  1954  ,,, 

...  6,430 

No,  of  Inhabited  houses  at  31st 

December,  1954 

...  2,069 

Rateable  value  as  at  31st  December 

1954  

...  £25,040 

Nett  product  of  a Penny  Rate  as  at 

31st  Ifcrch  1954 

...  £93,  5.  Od, 

Goal  mining  is  the  principal  occupation  of  the  ppulation. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

The  numhor  of  births  rogistered  during  the  year,  tos  105  of  uhon 
51  were  males  and  54  fejnalos.  There  ^^^ere  9 illegitimate  births  or 
8.6^  of  the  total  births  registered. 

The  Registrar  General  again  supplied  a comparability  factor  for  the 
births  in  1954,  which  relates  the  proportion  of  women  of  child-bearing 
age  in  the  district  -with  the  proportion  in  a standard  population.  The 
crude  birth  rate  multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor  gives  an 
adjusted  birth  rate  which  is  comparable  id-th  similar  adjusted  rates 
for  other  districts  and  W3.th  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  your  district  was  16,5  per  1,000  estimated 
population  as  compared  with  17.2  per  1,000  estimated  population  for 
1953  and  xd.th  15,2  per  1,000  estimated  population  for  England  and  Wales, 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  or  the  natural  incroasc  of 
population,  was  50  as  compared  with  42  for  the  previous  year. 

Stillbirths 

There  wore  5 stillbirths  last  year,  4 more  than  in  1953 « The 
stillbirth  rate  showed  an  increase  from  0,16  per  1,000  estimated 
population  in  1953  to  0,77  per  1,000  estimated  population.  The 
stillbirth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0,34  per  1,000  estimated 
population. 
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Birth  Rato 


Rate  per  1,000  Population 
Dorfield  Enj:lan(i^and 


Births 


Year 

I'lalos 

Female 

1950 

56 

51 

1951 

49 

43 

1952 

67 

46 

1953 

54 

51 

1954 

51 

54 

Total  CrudjD 

107  17.2 

92  14.8 

113  IS.l 

105  16,4 

105  16.3 

Stillhlrths 


Mjusted 

18,1 

15.8 

15.6 

15.5 

19.0 

15.3 

17.2 

15.5 

16.5 

15.2 

Percentage  of 

Total  Births  Stillbirths  to 

Year  Stillbaarths  live  and  Still  Total  Births. 


1950  2 

1951  2 

1952  5 

1953  1 

1954  5 


109 

1.8 

94 

2.1 

118 

4.2 

106 

0.9 

110 

4.8 

Infantile  I^rtality 

There  wore  2 deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  last  year  as 
against  4 in  1953.  In  one  instance  the  baby  survived  for  only  3 hours 
and  death  was  duo  to  congenital  causes,  in  the  other  the  child  reached 
the  ago  of  5 months  and  died  from  whooping  cough  and  before  she  coifLd  be 
immunised  against  the  disease.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  19.0 
per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  38,1  per  1,000  live  births  for 
the  previous  year  and  with  25.5  per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and 
VJales, 


In  previous  annual  reports  to  your  Council  I have  expressed  the 
view  that  stillbirtl'is  and  deaths  inthin  the  early  neo-natal  stage 
should  be  considered  together  and  not  separately  for,  fundamentally, 
the  causes  of  death  are  the  same  for  both.  The  cause  of  death  of  the 
baby  who  died  from  congenital  causes  last  year  could  not  have  boon 
different  if  she  had  boon  stillborn  instead  of  living  tlireo  hours, 

I'fi.th  this  view  in  mind  the  Registrar  General  has  suggested  a now 
concept  of  peri-natal  mortality  to  connote  a combination  of  stillbirths 
with  deaths  occurring  during  the  v^iolo  or  part  of  the  neo-natal  period, 
but  no  standard  definition  has  yet  been  adopted.  Probably  the  most 
useful  combination  will  prove  to  be  stillbirths  plus  deaths  mthin  the 
first  week.  Such  a concept  outlines  more  clearly  the  problems 
connected  with  stillbirths  and  infant  mortality  for  if  the  experience 
of  the  last  two  decades  is  oxaiidnod  it  is  evident  that  the  peri -natal 
mortality  (stillbirths  and  deaths  \mdor  one  week)  has  declined  much 
more  slowly  than  has  the  infant  mortality  after  the  first  week  of  life. 
The  reason  is  clear,  the  deaths  which  can  be  prevented  have  to  a large 
extent  been  prevented  and  the  opportunity  for  prevention  occurs  idth  Kiuch 
greater  frequency  in  those  infants  who  sirrvive  the  first  XNieek  of  life. 
There  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  peri-natal  mortality,  but  a 
great  deal  more  research  and  knowledge  xdll  be  required  before  more 
progress  can  bo  made. 
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Maternal  ^^artality 


I aja  happy  to  report  that  there  were  no  deaths  fron  natemal 
causes  during  the  year. 


Infantile 

Mentality  Rate 

1945  

96.0 

1950 

* • • « • • 

18,6 

1946  

66.1 

1951 

• • • • • • 

21.7 

1947  

7.2 

1952 

« • • • • • 

8.8 

1948  

28,6 

1953 

« » • • • • 

38.1 

1949  

62.5 

1954 

• • • • » • 

19.0 

nSATHS 

BI  AGE  GROUPS 

I'B.les 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year 

t ■ 9 

#•  • 

...  1 

1 

2 

1-5  years 

* * • 

• • « 

... 

1 

1 

5-10  years 

• • • 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years 

« • » 

• • • 

♦ • « — 

2 

2 

15  - 20  years 

• • • 

« • » 

... 

1 

1 

20  - 25  years 

• • • 

• « « 

... 

- 

" 

25  - 35  years 

• • • 

• • • 

...  2 

2 

4 

35  - 45  years 

• • • 

...  1 

1 

2 

45  - 55  years 

• • « 

5 

- 

5 

55  - 65  years 

• • • 

...  6 

3 

9 

65  - 70  years 

» • * 

...  3 

3 

6 

70  - 75  years 

• « • 

• 0 • 

...  1 

- 

1 

75  - 80  years 

# • • 

• « # 

...  7 

2 

9 

80  - 85  years 

• • * 

• • • 

...  1 

5 

6 

85  - 90  years 

* • ♦ 

« • • 

6 

6 

90  years  and  over 

• t • 

...  1 

1 

TOTALS  28  27  55 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1954 


Causes  of  Death 

1,  Tuberculosis,  respirator/ 

2,  Tuberculosis,  other 
3«  Syphilitic  Disease 

4,  Diphtheria 

5.  1‘Iho oping  Cough 

6*  Meningococcal  Infections 

7,  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8,  I'feasles 

9*  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10,  Malignant  neoplasm,  storaa.ch 

11,  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12,  I4alignant  neoplasm,  breast 
13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14,  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15,  Loulcaemia,  aleulcaeraia 

16,  Diabetes 

17,  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18,  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19,  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20,  Other  heart  disease 

21,  Other  circulatory  disease 

22 , Influenza 

23,  Pneumonia 

24,  Bronchitis 

25,  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26,  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27,  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28,  Nepliritis  and  neplirosis 

29,  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30,  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31,  Congenital  malformations 

32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33,  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34,  All  other  accidents 

35,  Suicide 

36,  Homicide  a,n^  operations  of  war 


All  causes 


u 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


1954 

Based  on  the  Registrar  General^s 

Figures. 


Darfield 

Urban 

District 

Aggregate 
W.  Riding 
Urban 
Districts 

I'fest 

Riding 

Admin, 

County 

England 
and  Hales 
(Prov ’ nal 
fig-ares) 

Birth  Rale  per  1,000 
estinated  popiilation: 

Crude 

16*3 

14.7 

15.1 

15.2 

Adjusted 

16,5 

14.8 

15.3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population; 

Crude 

8,6 

12.7 

11.9 

11.3 

Adjusted 

9.8 

12,8 

12.5 

Infective  and  Parasitic 
Diseases  excluding 
Tuberculosis  but 
including  Venereal 
Diseases 

0.16 

0,07 

0.08 

Not 

available 

Tuberculosis : 

Re  spiratory 

0.31 

0,18 

0,16 

0.16 

Other 

- 

0.01 

0.02 

0,02 

All  forms 

0.31 

0.19 

0,18 

0.18 

Cancer 

1.24 

2.12 

2.01 

2,04 

Vasc-ular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system 

1,09 

2.03 

1.84 

Not 

available 

Heart  and  circulatory 
diseases 

3.27 

4.88 

4.54 

II  II 

Respiratory  diseases 

1.24 

1.27 

1.22 

II  II 

Ilaternal  r-'brtality 

- 

0.80 

0.89 

0.69 

Infant  Mortality 

19.0 

28.3 

28.0 

25.5 

Stillbirths 

45,5 

26,6 

25.9 

23.4 
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Gi]^ERAL  FilOVISION  OF  KEALTH  SERVICES  IM  TIE  AREA 


The  provision  of  residential  accormodation  for  the  aged  and  infim 
and  for  those  in. need  of  care  and  attention  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  County  Council.  Accornmodation  was  readily  found  last  year  for 
those  applicants  who  wore  aiibulant  and  who  could  clinb  stairs  without 
major  difficulty.  Importantly/,  the  accomodation  was  provided  as  near 
to  the  applicant's  old  homo  as  possible  to  allow  him  to  visit  friends 
easily,  and  maintain  his  former  social  contacts.  The  provision  of  ground 
floor  accommodation  for  those,  who  in  my  last  annual  report  I described 
as  "border-line  cases”,  remained  difficuJ.t  at  tines  and  during  the  \-ri.ntcr 
months  there  v/as  a waiting  list  of  applicants.  The  waiting  list  might 
have  been  longer  but  for  additionaJ..  accomodation,  of  the  snail  hostel 
t;/pe,  being  provided  last  year  a All  the  old  institutional  accommodation 
has  been  modernised  and  in-oriors  of  these  buildings  now  have  none  of 
the  sonex^hat  forbidding  austerity  they  possessed  in  former  years, 

I am  glad  to  report  that  in  no  instance  x;as  it  necessary  to  'talce 
action  u.sdo'^  Section  4V  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1946. 

My  comments  on  the  hospital  ser'u'.ce  provided  for  the  dix/ision  xh  IT 
be  brief,  for  my  position  in  this  matter  is  that  of  an  interested  observer 
rather  than  one  xrlth.  direct  responsibility  for  hospital  management.  No 
comment  is  necessary  on  the  hospital  provision  for  the  acute  sick, 
maternity  patients  and  those  sxiffering  from  infectious  diseases  for  there 
can  he  little  qxxarrel  x.-jith  the  existing  liigh  standard  of  service.  Hospital 
accommodation  for  tuberculosis  has  groatly  improved  in  recent  years,  no 
doubt  due  :n  a laigc  BioasxirG  to  the  success  of  the  newer  forms  of  treatnont, 
/iccorimiodation  for  the  chronic  sick  was  voiy  variable  and  appeared  to  be 
inadequate  in  the  x.uxxter  months,  xdien  the  greatest  demand  for  beds  alx^iays 
occurs.  It  ±3  indoo'".  very  difficult  to  satisfy  the  hospital  needs  of  the 
chronic  sick  foi'  tlio  very  chroricity  of  the  illnosse,.’  ■ na  ''x  of  the 

patients  ine'vm.taT.ily  iiskes  for  a long  hospital  stay,  and  the  discharge 
from  hospital  is  far  more  dopenda-nt  on  the  home  circumstances  of  the 
patient  than  it  is  with  the  acite  sick.  The  speedier  discharge  homo  of  the 
chronic  sick  X'/a.s  ' ed  lost  year  by  the  excellent  homo  nixrsing  service  in 
the  diaision  about  xxhlch  I have  more  to  say  later. 

The  mental  hospitad.  a.ccommoda,tion  remained  difficult,  particularly 
for  those  su:lforing  from  soni]..c  dementia  x\hcn  long  adialssion  delays 
xrcro  common-,  Admission  cf  voluntary’’  patients  was  made  easier  xmth  the 
establishment  and  greater  use  by  general  practitioners  of  the  consultant 
rsy'’chiat‘'-ic  ols.nic  at  the  Fockett  Hosyeltal,  The  institutional 
accomrxodr.tion  for  mental  defechives  remained,  I •’undorstand,  very'’  difficult 
throxpphor,  b ihe  you::.’  '’.i.!  eke  region  as  a vuiolo  but  vacaxicics  xjcrc  foxmd 
for  some  potie’- b.s  in  t’xo  division  and  much  needed  relief  xjas  obtained. 

The  Occupat.'.on  Gemi>  o in  Earnreloy  vne  used  to  the  maMr-mura,  but  the 
■Kuitirg  list  of  cLildimn  in  the  division  requiring  such  training  grow, 
and  I regret  ■’meat  no  real  progress  xas  made  xjith  the  conversion  of  the  old 
divisional  offices  at  The  Gal.los,  Ibmbx^ll^.,  into  an  Occupation  Contro, 

As  xrlll  1^0  scon  in  the  section  of  the  Roport  on  Mental  Health,  xdxich 
follows,  there  .arm  id  chi_...drcn  and  12  adults  xdio  arc  considered  fit  for 
Occupational  Centro  tra^.ning,  and  xAio  still  ax^'ait  vacancies.  It  is 
true  that  the  pd.e.re  for  Ire  conversion  of  part  of  the  accormxo elation  at 
The  Gab?.cs  irte  an.  Occupn,tion  Oontro  have  been  prepared  and  approved  by 
the  County  Council,  what  is  no;  required  is  speedier  action  in  tho 
brans lation  cf  plans  into  something  iixorc  solid  and  tangible.  Tho 
prortLsion  o-f  institnul  ono.l  accorffiaodation  and  acccrar.iodation  in  occupation 
centres  have  a direct  relationship  and  the  provision  of  tho  latter  xdll 
to  a material  extent  obviate  the  need  for  tho  former. 
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Gonoral  Hospitals 


The  General  Kospit-als  serving  your  district  and  administered  through 
the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  are  gi.'on  hGlow; 

1*  The  United  Group  Hospitals,  Sheffield, 

2,  The  Bechott  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

3.  The  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley, 

4„  The  Moorgate  General  Hospital,  Rotherhara, 

All  infectious  diseoses  reqni'ing  hospital  admission  iierc  admitted  to 
the  Kcndray  Hospital,  Barnsley.  The  amhulance  arrangenents  were  the  sane  as 
in  the  prer’-o-’^s  yerr,  the  hcspli-al  retaining  its  own  amhulonces  for  this 
service, 

Mate:^nity  Hospitc.''  s 


Maternity  cases  wore  usually  admitted  to  the  following  hospitais: 

Si  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Mont^agr  ■'^ospibal,  Mexhorough, 

Hal].am.shirG  Matoniity  Home,  Ghapeltovjn. 

Pindar  Oahs  I'iternity  Hone,  Barnsley, 

The  sorv'.oorj  qP  Jessop  Hospital,  Shoffiois^  -,-orc  also  r/ailahle 
for  ahncrmal  ohstotric  casos. 

Tuberculosis  Scheme 

Tvjo  whole-time  Tuherciilosis  Health  Visitors  wore  engaged  la.st  year 
and  in  consequence  the  liaison  arrangemonts  with  the  Gher.t  Geutre  wre 
greatly  strengtx.'ened.  The  preventive  \iorlc  in  the  field  and  the  clinical 
work  in  the  Chest  Centro  were  more  close j.y  interwoven  and  the  fortunes 
of  the  patient  and  the  foi.low-vp  of  the  contacts  could  bo  more  completely 
supervised.  The  pcrcontagc  of  contacts  accepting  examination  was 
hiigher  which  materially  helped  in  the  search  for  the  sources  of  infection. 
After-care  arrengenents  included  er’h:o'"^.-’nou,ris]miont,  when  recomreended  by 
the  Chest  Plgz-sj-ciau,  in  the  form  of  freo  milk  allov/anco  and  bed,  bedding 
and  other  equipment  was  issued  on  loan  to  patients  where  necessary. 

Hone  Helps  were  also  providod  when  required. 

The  programme  cf  the  clinics  held  at  the  Ghost  Centre,  46  Church 
Street,  Barns.lcy,  is  given  below: 


Tuesday 

10 

a.m. 

to 

12 

noon 

I'fcdncsday 

10 

a,mn 

to 

1.2 

noon 

l'fcdnesd''7 

2 

p,m^ 

to 

4 

p.m. 

Thursday 

10 

a«,m. 

to 

12 

noon 

Friday 

10 

a.,n. 

to 

12 

noon 

( Ghild'cen ) 
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The  nearest  centre  for  Barfield,  patients  for  the  diagnosis  and 
traatnent  of  these  diseases  is  in  Barnsley, 

Address;  Special  Treatment  Centre, 

Qneen’s  Road, 

Barns  3-ey. 

Other  centres  are  situate  a.t  Sheffield,  Doncaster  and  Rotherham, 
and  a patient  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  is  at  liberty  to  attend 
at  the  centre  of  his  choice.  Treatment  is  completely  confidential. 


iribRJ-dhr-Q-  -S  s rvi  c e 

The  calls  on  the  ambulance  service  tended  last  year  to  become  more 
S'GalLllsed  th-ugh  there  was  again  a slight  increase  in  the  Out-Patient 
traffic  c Nearly  400,000  patients  mqtq  carried  and  about  2f-  million 
"oMes  were  covered  last  year  vjhich  gives  one  some  idea  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  service  provided. 


The  further  slight  increase  in  the  Out-Patient  traffic  was  largely 
due  to  an  increase  in  physio -therapy  as  new  or  larger  departments  vrere 
established  and  the  greater  number  of  transfers  betv/een  hospitals  and 
co_v7a:f.e .scent  homos  as  more  of  the  latter  were  provided. 

The  stretcher  cases  and  discharges  from  hospital  remained 
relatively  constant,  but  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  admissions 
■'■"er'^nso  of  a quicker  bed-tum-over.  The  latter  was  helped  both  by  the 
additional  convalescent  homo  accommodation  which  was  provided  and  bj'’  the 
efficiency  suid  sufiicioncy  of  the  Homo  Nur.'"ing  Service  in  the  aftcr-carc 
of  the  discharged  patient.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  once  again,  i.dth 
the  increase  in  the  road  traffic,  the  accident  rate  for  1954  v/as  increased. 
Headway  in  amb'olance  depot  construction,  a material  factor  in  improving 
the  aj::.bulanco  service  organisation,  was  made  Last  year  and  one  new  depot, 
which  affcctod  tho  service  in  tho  division,  ms  erected  at  Hhth-upon-Dcarnc . 
A further  now  d ; is  planned  for  this  year  at  Platts  Comon  to  replace  the 
cno  in  Hoyland, 


The  total  visits  made  by  tho  Homo  Nurses  in  the  division  last  year 
was  57,553,  a really  rena.rkabdm  figure  yhen  compared  id.th  that  viiich 
aj_plfed  before  the  Gov.nty  Homo  Niirsing  Sorvice  v/as  established  in  1948. 

bhilo  wo  do  not  judge  tho  service  solely  on  its  statistical  record, 
for  quality  of  work  as  well  as  quantity  is  important,  yet  a detailed  studs’- 
of  last  year’s  record  is  interesting  if  only  for  the  light  the  figures 
throw  on  the  many  aspects  of  home  niu-sing.  It  is  worth  noting,  for 
nn' banco,  tl?at  56^  of  the  visits  vjere  made  among  tho  aged  and  infirm, 
much  attention  in  past  years  has  been  focussed  on  old  people  and  on 
the  rrobloms  of  old  age,  and  I think  the  ariiount  of  attention  v;liich  has 
righoly  como  to  bo  given  to  old  people  reflected  by  the  high  proportion 
of  the  total  home  nursing  visits  they  received.  Again,  the  benefit 
to  tho  hospitals  of  a good  hone  nursing  service  is  clearly  illustrated 
by  tne  figures  last  year.  Over  10,500  visits  were  made  to  so-called 
wurgic.al  patients,  tho  vast  majority  of  whom  wore  recent  discharges  from 
hospital  after  an  operation.  It  is  roasonablo,  I think,  to  accept 
that  tho  home  nursing  sorvice  vas  instrumental  last  year  in  saving 
hospital  bod  accoirmodation  by  both  obviating  the  necessity  for  admission 
to  r^.'-pit-f  expediting  discharge.  Tho  faroily  doctors  certainljr 
ar  .-.rcciabe  t.iO  service  for  it  helped  by  relieving  then  of  nearly  20,000 
injccuions,  I ivould  not,  however,  wd.sh  to  over-stross  the  help  of  the 
isjrse  to  the  fa,:.n.ly  doctor  for  he  is  of  oqual  help  to  the  nurse,  indeed 
'bho  co-opcrc'''.ion  betiraen  them  is  becoming  a model  of  the  co-operation  wliich 
.'::'’onld  ovLst  between  members  of  tho  medical  and  nursing  professions. 
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The  great  volims  of  vork  vhich  home  nurses  now  have  to  deal  uith 
and  the  tendency  for  the  ana’ant  to  increase  each  year,  emphasises  the 
necessity/  for  tear- work  and  mobility  about  which  I wrote  last  year. 

The  volurae  of  work,  howerer,  is  fast  becoming  too  ruich  for  the  present 
nurses  to  manage  and  stops  have  boon  taleen  to  increase  their  numbers 
this  ^'ear, 

T'l 

The  divisional  establisiiment  of  Homo  Helps  has  increased  over  the 
years  from  I3  whole -tine  horae  helps  or  their  equivalent  in  part-time 
a/orkors  to  3'^-^  end,  by  and  largo,  though  the  strictest  econor.^  \/as 
necessary,  the  nuiiiber  about  sufficed  last  yoar.  Tach  week  240 
households,  on  average,  received  d lestic  assistance  wliich,  x-ath  the 
permitted  establishment,  allowed  of  only  6-7  hours  per  week  to  each 
hou’tfhold  with  the  oxcoption  of  maternity  casos,  Tho  amount  of  help  each 
housohold  roceivod  x;as  ohviounl.y  smmj.l,  but  at  least  all  the  applicants 
rcGoi'red  S'mr  bc^p  andmno  in  need  was  refused.  Agoln  the  aged  and  irudirm 
received  the  most  benofit  from  tho  scheme  for  approicLmately  90/t  of  tho 
available  homo  help  hours  went  to  then.  As  I have  stated  in  a proadous 
reporu  it  is  not  easy  to  adixiinister  a scrvico  wliich  caters  in  the  main 
for  tho  aged  for  the  infirmities  of  old  age  arc  progressive,  hox-rover 
slowly,  and  tho  need  for  holp  in  tho  agod  incroasos  as  time  goes  by.  At 
tho  beginning  of  'dho  year  tlicro  X'joro  196  aged  poopZ.c  in  roccint  of  domestic 
assis'cancc  of  Xvhom  151  v;crc  still  rocciving  assis'danco  at  the  end  of  the 
j^oar.  At  the  boginning  of  1955  there  wore  249  aged  people  receiving 
assis  bajicG  and  it  is  obvious  that  difficulties  must  arise  in  finding 
hodxD  ior  tho  v.e:V  applicantSc  Indood,  the  only  \-iay  is  by  exorcising 
the  strictest  econonjy  xath  tho  pruning  of  hours  vjhGrex^or  possible. 

As  is  to  bo  expected  it  is  in  the  xdnter  months  xjhcn  the  need  for  homo 
rip  is  groatesb  and  it  xjUS  during  theso  months  that  it  x/as  most  difficult 
to  satisfy  the  demands. 

Tho  aged  have,  for  some  years  now,  received  the  lion's  share  of  tho 
homo  help)  schomo  and  porliaps  it  is  right  they  shcu".d  for  their  need  is 
the  greatest  tux  ib  xruld  bo  a pit;/';  if  in  cu'boring  for  tho  aged,  the 
schemo  should  rogloct  tho  rost  of  tho  comiri'nity,  I tlm.xilc  the  financial 
arrangements  often  discour’ago  the  sick,  apart  fs'cm  aged  sick,  from 
seeking  assistance  o'xx>n  though,  at  first  sight,  tho  aJlov/ances  ogadnst 
payment  in  iho  Ccuxiiy  Council  scale  soom  generous.  Unfortunately,  the 
scale  is  not  ge-^iorous  x-.hen  cnlj*  a fox-/  hours  per  i/oek  are  allowed  and  the 
policy  adoptca  in  tho  dixrisioii  of  sproading  tho  "button  xhinly  over  the 
oread"  to  cater  for  'bhe  masrimu:,!  nuiibor  automatic al3r/  restricts  the 
nurher  of  the  homo  lielis  hours  allox-/Gd  to  oach  ho'xseho3.d.  In  consequence 

dr's-ervirg  I'.or.soho.l.dr'  d""ri;o  ns  finormial  ben.cfdb  -rren  tho  scheme, 
and  for  this  mason  I x-jouT.d  liko  a cliango  in  tho  schemo  so  that  tho 
scale  of  chargGS  boars  a more  direct  ro3_ations]iip  to  tho  numhor  of  homo 
holp  hours  proxddcdc 

Lshcm.tgpgyaS^r^^^ 

The  laboratory  vServico  was  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
in  htd:ofio?d,  a national  sorxrVco  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Reaoarch 
Ccxinc:']  ,.  Th/j  laboratory  is  equipped  to  deal  xdth  all  boatoriologicol 
and  pathological  examinations  and  a comnlcto  investigation  is  'uicdortakcn 
and  report  furnislicd  for  e^'rory  spooimon  sent  for  cxai'dnation. 

Sa/nnlcs  of  milk  talcen  under  tho  Food  and  Drugs  Acb  for  chomic:,! 
■analysis  x-rerc  exanainod  b3r  tho  Public  Analyst  at  Bradford  at  the  expense 
of  tho  Coun.ty  Council-. 
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Maternity  and  CIiiM  Welfare 


The  maternity  and  child  -welfare  services  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council  and  clinics  are  held  in  the  Methodist  Church,  Barnsley 
Hoad,  Infant  hblfarc  Clinics  arc  hold  each  Uednesday  afternoon  and  51 
sessions  were  hold  during  the  year,  3^679  attendances  invol-ving  302 
children  were  made,  an  average  attendance  of  72.1  per  session  and  133 
children  X'/erc  seen  for  the  first  tirae,  all  of  -vdiora  xrere  under  one  year 
of  ago*  1,455  examinations  were  made  by  the  Doctor,  an  average  of 
28,5  per  session. 

That  the  clinic  is  as  popular  as  over  is  clearly  shovrn  by  the 
at-tendanco  figures  and  a popular  clinic  must  do  good  work  if  only 
because  of  the  groat  opportunity  afforded  to  it.  The  opportunity  the 
clinic  staff  has  of  speaking  often  to  a largo  proportion  of  the  mothers 
in  the  district  was  put  to  good  account  in  many  ways  last  year,  and  one 
illustration  of  the  good  return  such  personal  contacts  liave  is  shown  in 
the  vaccination  and  immunisation  returns  which  appear  later  in  the  report, 
I believe  the  effect  of  this  personal  rclationsliip  between  the  clinic 
staff  and  the  mothers  is  not  lost  when  the  children  grow  up  and  eqase  to 
attend  the  clinic.  Just  as  the  Barfield  mothers  attend  the  infant 
welfare  clinic  so  they  attend  in  large  numbers  at  the  school  medical 
inspections,  particularly  at  the  infant  and  junior  schools.  Because  of 
their  attendance  the  true  purpose  of  the  school  medical  inspections  can 
be  realised,  i.e.  a full  discussion  of  the  child’s  health  and  xvelfare 
in  relation  to  his  school  life  among  the  people  concerned,  the  parent, 
the  school  doctor  and  nurse  and  xdierever  possible  the  teacher,  toother 
example  of  the  lasting  effect  of  the  clinic  health  propaganda  x^ra-s  shox.jn 
toTwards  the  end  of  last  year  when  preparations  were  being  made  for  the 
introduction  in  1955  of  the  BoC.G.  Vaccination  Scheme  for  the  tliirtcen- 
years  old  children.  This  completely  voluntary  scheme  demanded  the 
fullest  co-operation  of  the  parents  if  it  votg  to  succeed  as  a preventive 
measure  and  it  was  most  encouraging  to  find  that  99^  of  the  parents 
accepted  the  scheme  and  gave  consent  for  their  children  to  bo  vaccinated 
if  necessary, 

I said  in  my  last  annual  report  that  clinic  attendance  was  a 
habit  most  mothers  in  Barfield  x/oxuLd  not  x^jillingly  break  and  indeed  in 
my  view  it  will  bo  in  the  interest  of  the  health  of  the  community  at 
largo  if  the  habit  always  continues, 

tote-natal  clinics,  which  are  hold  each  Friday  morning,  xvore  again 
well  attended,  53  sessions  wore  hold  last  year  at  wliich  86  patients 
made  485  attendances  with  an  average  attendance  of  9,1  per  session.  In 
addition  24  patients  attended  for  post-natal  c:camination.  The  number  of 
hospital  confinements  last  year  of  mothers  resident  in  yoxir  district 
x;as  25  as  compared  xd.th  39  in  1953»  The  ante-natal  exercises  classes, 
run  by  the  midvlves,  continued  throxighout  the  year  and  appear  now  to  be 
accepted  by  most  mothers  as  an  essential  part  of  their  ante-natal  care. 


Mental  Health  Service 


The  ffental  Health  Social  l-forkers  and  the  Home  Teacher  last  year 
semred  well  the  parents  and  guardians  of  the  mentally  defective  persons 
in  the  division  and  were  also  of  help  to  those  recently  discharged  from 
mental  hospital  where  after-care  was  sought  or  xvas  recommended  by  the 
hospital  psychiatrists. 

There  are  179  mental  defectives  in  the  division  xdio  are  xmder 
supervision  of  one  form  or  other,  viz; 

UNDER  16  OVER  16 


Statutory  supervision 

Flales 

22 

Females 

23 

Males 

39 

Female  s 

44 

Guardianship 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Voluntary  Supervision 

- 

- 

22 

25 
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Training  of  defectives  is  partly  covered  by  the  Barnsley  Occupation 
Centre  (11  children  and  2 adults  attend)  and  partly  by  a Hone  Teacher, 

The  Home  Teacher  either  gives  training  to  groups  at  specified  centres 
or  individual  training  at  hone  v/hichever  is  the  nore  suitable. 

Group  classes  are  held  at  Horabwell  - Wednesday  mornings | bbrsborough 
- Thursday  mornings  and  Barton  on  Fridays, 

28  children  and  12  adults  are  awaiting  admission  to  the  Occupation 
Centre,  either  Uonbv/cll  or  Barnsley,  and  7 adult  males  are  considered 
suitable  for  Industrial  Centro  Training, 

Of  the  defectives  in  the  division  72  are  in  gainful  full-time 
employment  and  40  are  adequately  employed  in  the  home. 

There  are  39  males  and  58  foiaales  in  institutions,  who  previously 
resided  in  the  Division,  There  is  no  urgent  case  ai;aiting  adr.rLssion  to 
an  Institution  but  there  arc  3 girls  and  1 boy  and  5 male  adults  and 
9 female  adults  on  the  Re  ional  Hospital  Board’s  waiting  list  for 
eventual  admission  when  vacancies  arise. 

To  ease  tension  in  the  homes,  provision  has  been  made  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  for  short  stay  vacancies  to  cover  illness  and 
emergencies,  Unf ortunateljr,  the  demand  exceeds  the  number  of 

vacancies,  and  in  the  case  of  short  stay  vacancies  for  holidays  the 
Hospital  Board  have  not  been  able  to  meet  all  requests. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  after-care  cases 
visited  - the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  now  indicating 
where  after-care  is  required,  although  all  discharges  are  visited 
by  the  Social  Worker  to  inform  the  patient  that  help  is  available  if  it 
is  required,  A good  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Psychiatric 
Clinic,  held  on  a Tuesday  and  h'cdnesday  at  Beckett  Hospital,  and  a 
West  Riding  Social  hbrkcr  is  in  attendance. 
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.SCHOOL  liEilLTH  SERVICE  . 


Before  giving  a brief  statistical  suiiiviary  of  the  work  of  the  School 
Health  Service  in  your  district  mention  must  be  made  of  the  opening  of  a 
now  school  for  handicapped  pupils  and  the  introduction  of  two  important 
changes  in  the  divisional  school  health  scheme, 

Wombwell  Day.  Special  School . 

This  school  for  backward  or  educationally  sub-normal  children  was 
opened  in  February  in  premises  previously  used  as  an  Open  Air  School 
for  delicate  children.  The  educational  needs  of  backward  childaren  cannot 
always  bo  met  in  an  ordinary  school  especially  with  the  large  classes  which 
are  nowadays  so  common.  At  the  same  tine  it  is  not  an  easy  thing  for 
parents  to  accept  readily  the  idea  that  their  child  is  baclajard  and  needs 
education  in  a special  school  and  it  was  a welcome  surprise  to  find  the 
school  so  quickly  aocepted  by  parents.  The  school  has  certainly  made  a 
very  good  start  and,  with  the  correct  usage,  it  should  in  time  fill  a long 
felt 'need  in  our  educational  system  and  satisfy  the  peculiar  individual 
needs  of  the  backward  child. 

Tuborcu3.in  Testing  of  School  Entrants . 

This  schene  was  introduced  last  year  in  part  of  the  division  and  wall 
be  in  operation  throughout  the  Division  by  the  end  of  1955.  The  idea  is 
to  test  all  school  entrants  for  tuberculin  sensitivity  and  to  examine 
further  those  who  show  a positive  sld.n  reaction.  The  test  is  completely 
painless  and  easy  to  perform  and  consists  in  putting  a tiny  smear  of 
tuberculin  jolly  on  the  back  and  covering  with  adhesive  plaster.  Those 
children  giving  a positive  reaction  a"  e referred  to  the  Chest  Physician  for 
full  examination  including  an  X-Ray  film  of  the  chest.  At  the  same  time 
the  family  contacts  are  urged  to  accept  the  same  full  examination  from  the 
Chest  Physician.  The  tost  is  only  made  with  parental  consent,  and  in  the 
schools  which  have  been  done  so  far  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  over  SOfo 
of  the  parents  have  accepted  the  scheme, 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Reference  to  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  scheme  for  school  leavers  is  made 
in  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  \jith  Twiborculosis  but  is  repeated  here 
because  of  the  close  association  of  the  scheme  ^dth  the  scheme  for  the 
tuberculin  testing  of  school  entrants.  Both  arc  concerned  with  the  preven- 
tion of  tuberculosis  in  the  community  but  each  approaches  the  problem  from  a 
different  angle.  In  tuberculin  testing  the  school  entrants  we  aim  to  find 
the  positive  skin  reactors  and  from  them  to  trace  the  hidden  sources  of 
infection,  lltli  the  B.C.G.  va  '.nation  scheme  wo  aim  at  protecting  the  indivi- 
dual himself  rather  than  the  coraraunity  as  a whole  and  therefore  wo  search  for 
the  negative  skin  reactors.  It  is  these  children  who  are  susceptible  to 
Tuberculosis  and  by  vaccination  we  try  to  protect  them  against  the  disease 
and  particularly  1 -Ing  the  difficult  years  of  adolescence  wliich  lie  ahead 
of  them. 

The  statistical  summary  which  follows  shows  the  results  of  school 
medical  inspections  made  last  year  in  your  district  and  the  attendances 
at  the  various  clinj.es . 
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Routine  School  Medical  Inspections  were  carried  out  by  Dr,  R,  Barnes 
at  the  undorncntioncd  schools 

Darfield  Foulstono  Secondary  Modern  School. 

Darfiold  C,  of  E,  Junior  Mixed  School. 

Darfield  Snape  Hill  Council  Junior  Itlxod  School. 

Darfield  Shroggs  Head  Infants  School. 

Darfiold  Snape  Hill  Council  Infants  School. 

smmmj  of  defects  found 


No,  of  No,  psd. 


Schools  Visited 

children 

Ortho- 

for 

examined 

Ocular 

E.N.T. 

Heart  Lungs  paedic 

Others 

Treatment 

Darfiold  Foulstono 

Secondary  Modern 

103 

2 

2 

3 

3 

10 

Darfield  C,  of  E, 

Junior  Mixed 
Darfiold  Snape  Hill 

73 

5 

4 

- 2 1 

3 

6 

Council  J.M. 

60 

2 

5 

- - 2 

3 

6 

Darfiold  Shroggs 

Hoad  Infants 

76 

4 

10 

- 1 4 

1 

4 

Darfield  Snape  Hill 

Council  Infants 

66 

5 

5 

2 2 3 

1 

9 

— 

— 

_ _ — 

— 

— 

37S 

IS 

25 

2 5 13 

11 

35 

SCHOOL  CLINIC 

No,  of  children 

\jho 

attended  and  were  seen 
by  Doctor 

^lethodist  Churchy 

Barnsley  Road,  233 

Darfiold. 

MINOR  AILliENT  CLINIC, 

No.  of  individual  children  treated  by  Health  Visitors  193 
Total  Attendances  200 


SPECIALIST  CLINICS 

Ophthalmic  Clinics  (70  Sessions  held  in  1954) 

Mr,  N.  L,  l-foNeil,  M.B.,  D.O.M.S,,  Ophthalmologist, 

No.  of  children  examined  150 

Or thopae di c C lini c s (12  sessions  held  in  1954) 
hr,  T.  L.  Lawson,  F.R.C.S.,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon, 

No,  of  children  examined  5 

Ear,  Nose  & Throat  Clinics  (11  sessions  in  1954) 
hr.  ¥.  L.  Rox^^e,  F.R.C.S.,  E.N.T.  Surgeon. 

No.  of  children  examined  10 

Paediatric  Clinics  (1  clinic  per  month) 

Dr,  C,  C.  Harvey,  M.D,,  M.R.C.P.,  Paediatrician. 

No,  of  children  examined  " 
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SPECIAL  CLINICS 


Sioeech  Thera-py  Clinic 

Mrs.  P.  J.  Battye,  L.C*S*T.^  Speech  Therapist, 

No.  of  individual  children  seen  1 
Total  attendances  S 

Child  Guidance  Clinic 

Dr,  M.  M.  MacTaggart,  M. A.,  B.Ed.,  Ph.D,,  Educational  Psychologist, 

No,  of  children  oxaroined  1 

Total  Attendances  1 


II'ff^ECTIOUS  DISEASES 

During  the  year  a total  of  108  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  noti 
os  compared  with  40  notified  in  the  previous  year.  The  increase  uas  due 
rise  in  the  incidence  of  uhooping  cough  and  Scarlet  Fever, 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  TuberciuLosis ) 
during  1954. 


Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Adialtted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  ...  .,, 

16 

3 

- 

Nho oping  Cough  

62 

3 

1 

Smallpox  

- 

Scarlet  Fever  

16 

6 

- 

Diphtheria  ,,,  ,,,  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  . . , 

1 

1 

- 

Pneumonia  

6 

2 

1 

Acute  Polioencephalitis : 

a.  Infective  ,,,  ... 

b.  Post-infectious 

1 

1 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis ; 

a.  Paralytic  

b.  Non-Paralytic  

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas  

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection  , , , 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

1 

- 

Dysentery  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ... 

_ 

TOTALS 


103 


17 


2 


ch 


SraallTT ' X and  Pj-plitheria  Prophylaxis , 


In  Liy  last  annual  report  I praised  the  excellent  vaccination  and 
imunisation  returns  for  the  year,  /111  I need  say  of  the  1954  figures  is 
that  they  even  surpassed  those  of  1953  and  lot  the  figures  speak  for  thera- 
s elves, 

68  infants  last  year  were  vaccinated  against  Snallpox  or  65^  of  the 
total  infants  in  the  district.  This  is  a conncndably  high  percentage  and 
one  which  I can  only  vdsh  will  become  generally  applicable  throughout  the 
whole  of  my  division.  The  diphtheria  ir.miunisation  statistics,  as  is  to 
be  expected,  are  even  bettor  than  those  for  vaccination.  Last  year  91.2^ 
of  all  children  in  the  district  between  the  ages  of  0 - 14  years  wore 
immunised  as  against  89,2^  for  the  previous  year.  13.1%  of  the  children 
in  the  ago  group  0-4  years  and  98.7^  in  the  ago  group  5-14  years  were 
protected.  As  long  as  such  immunisation  percentages  are  mnintained  we 
cannot  visualise  the  retuun  of  Diphtheria  to  Barfield. 

Scarlet  Fever, 


16  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  last  year  as  against  4 in  1953 
and  2 in  1952,  The  main  incidence  was  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  j^'car  but 
the  disease  yas  mild  and  without  complication,  6 patients  were  admitted 
to  hospital  more  because  of  the  difficulty  of  nursing  and  isolation  at 
home  than  because  of  the  severity  of  the  illness. 

Measles. 

For  the  second  successive  year  the  incidence  of  Measles  was  small  and 
only  16  cases  ^^/ere  notified  as  compared  with  22  in  the  iDrevious  year, 

^ghooping  Cough . 

It  was  not  expected  that  the  almost  complete  absence  of  Miooping  Coiigh 
from  the  district  in  1953  would  bo  maintained  last  year  and  indeed  62  cases 
wore  notified  w'.tli  the  highest  incidence  in  the  second  and  third  quarter  of 
the  year.  On  the  whole  the  disease  was  relatively  mild  and  free  from 
serious  complications  though  one  baby  aged  5 months  died  from  I'hooping 
Cough. 

Good  progress  was  raado  in  Miooping  Cough  imunisation  and  86  infants 
were  protected  last  year  of  whom  62  were  immunised  before  thoj’’  reached  the 
age  of  6 months,  A careful  chock  was  again  made  of  the  notification  and 
imunisation  records  to  see  whether  any  immunised  child  contracted  Miooping 
Cough,  It  v/as  encouraging  to  find  that  no  child  yho  had  completed  the  full 
imunisation  course  of  tliroo  injections  contracted  Miooping  Cough  tho'i'-h 
throe  children  were  notified  who  had  not  completed  the  full  course. 

Tuberculosis . 

5 now  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  last  year,  all  of  whom 
had  Pulmonary  lesions.  There  wore  2 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
last  year. 

Comments  on  annual  Tuberculosis  statistics  for  small  districts  must 
bo  restrained  if  they  are  not  to  be  misleading  and  it  is  far  better  to 
consider  the  general  trend  over  the  years.  Happily  the  evidence  points 
to  a doi-ffixmrd  trend  in  both  incidence  and  mortality.  Last  year  prepara- 
tions \-joro  made  for  the  early  introduction  in  1955  of  aji  important 
preventive  measure  which  I believe  can  hasten  the  rate  of  decline  of 
Tuberculosis  in  the  district.  The  measure  I refer  to  is  an  extension 
of  the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme,  ;jhich  for  some  years  has  been  offered 
to  child  contacts  of  open  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in.th  an  ever 
increasing  nmber  of  acceptances.  Last  year  it  was  planned  to  extend 
the  scheme  to  school  children  in  the  13  years  age  group  irrespective  of 
previous  contact  \Mth  Tuberculosis,  Those,  who  by  a simple  sldn  tost, 
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show  a lack  of  imnimity  against  the  disease  v;ill  be  vaccinated.  The  age 
group  of  thirteen-years  old  children  was  chosen  because  it  allows  of  a full 
year's  supervision  before  the  child  leaves  school.  It  is  intended  to  nakc 
the  vaccination  of  this  age  group  an  annual  event  so  that  all  school  leavers 
in  the  years  ahead  will  be  protected  against  Tuborcu.losis  tharough  the 
difficult  period  of  adolescence  which  confronts  then.  The  response  of 
the  Darfield  parents  to  this  scheme  was  magnificent  and  I believe  an 
excellent  scheme  has  been  successfully  launched.  The  beneficial  effects 
of  the  scheme  can  bo  awaited  with  confidence. 


TUB3RCUL0SIS  - Now  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1954 

IfEN  C/iSES  DEATI-IS 

Age  Periods  Pulmonary  Non-Puliaonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonory 

M F M F M F M F 

0 

15  

25  

35  

45  

55  

65  and  upwards 


TOTALS  2 3 - - 11 


TUBERCUIDSIS  - New  Cases  and  Mortality  for  the  past  five  years. 


Year 

NEN  CASES 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

1950  . . . 

...  13 

3 

4 

1 

1951  , . , 

...  12 

2 

2 

- 

1952  . , . 

...  4 

- 

2 

- 

1953  . . . 

...  6 

- 

1 

- 

1954  ... 

5 

... 

2 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Record  of  Cases  during  1954 


Pulmonary 
M F 

No*  of  cases  on  register 

at  1st  January  1954.  34  25 

No.  of  cases  notified  for 
the  first  tine  during 
the  year  2 3 

No.  of  cases  resterod  to 
register 

No*  of  cases  added  to 
register  otherwise 

than  by  notification  - 1 

No,  removed  to  other  districts  - 

No.  cured  or  other m so  removed 

from  register  6 1 

No,  died  from  Tuberculosis  1 1 

No,  died  from  other  causes 


Non-PuJjnonary 
M F 

4 1 


TOTAL  at  end  of  1954 


29  27  4 1 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


To  tho  Chairnan  and  Members  of  the 
Barfield  Urban  District  Council 


Itr.  Chairman  and  Gcntlomonj 

It  is  with  great  ploasuro  that  I present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  Sanitary  Circurastances  of  the  District,  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1954, 

During  the  year  inexorable  pressure  was  again  applied  to  the  two 
major  tasks  facing  the  Council,  i.e,  the  provision  of  Housing  accommodation 
and  Improvement  of  the  District’s  Sewerage  system.  Statistically  at  any 
rate  results  were  not  as  gratifying  as  in  the  proceeding  year  or  tiio,  only 
IS  houses  wore  built  and  these  comprised  - 12  for  the  Council  and  6 for 
private  occupation,  A tremendous  amount  of  building  \jork  however  was 
done  on  the  now  Tempest  Avenue  Estate,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  only  a 
largo  number  of  incomploto  house  shells  boro  vdtnoss  to  the  activity  which 
had  taken  place,  report  for  nc2ct  year  should  take  advantage  of  this 

situation  and  statistics  should  then  bo  more  satisfying  than  they  have  ever 
been  before,  as  far  as  Council  House  building  is  concerned. 

Phase  II  of  the  Sewerage  Improvement  Scheme  was  started  and  alraost 
completed  during  the  year  and  a large  area  of  the  Toxaisliip  ceased  to  be 
drained  to  the  Council’s  own  Sewage  Disposal  Ubrks  in  Cliff  Road,  The 
now  outfall  was  to  the  Ings  Road  works  of  the  I-fombwell  Urban  District 
Council  with  whom  imitually  acceptable  terms  for  sewage  treatment  had  been 
agreed. 

From  early  in  July  the  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption 
became  free  from  restrictions  which  had  existed  for  many  years  during  World 
’ar  II  and  afterwards,  and  the  inspection  of  slaughtered  animals  became  a 
lauch  more  heavy  duty  than  hitherto,  A full  inspection  of  all  carcases 
was  however  carried  out  before  the  meat  was  released  for  public  sale, 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  interest,  co-operation 
and  support,  which  has  always  been  shoijn  to  mo  by  the  Council,  tho  Clerk  and 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  CAVffllORNE, 

Surveyor  & Sanitary  Inspector, 
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GEMAX  SMITAHY  ADMIMISTRATlOrl 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Tho  Public  Mater  Supply  is  provided  by  the  Dcarne  Valley  Eater  Board, 
The  uatcr  continued  to  bo  hard  and  occasional  variations  in  press'ure 
resulted  in  property  on  high  gvound  being  short  of  water.  Fifty-five 
samples  of  water  were  tested  and  the  hardness  was  found  to  vary  between 
7,5  and  48,6  parts  per  hundred  thousand, 

Bacteriologically  the  water  was  in  every  case  satisfactory. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

Tho  number  of  Rodent  Infestations  continued  to  be  kept  to  very  small 
numbers,  and  a free  service  was  provided  for  domestic  premises,  Tho  normal 
Annual  Sewer  Treatments  wore  carried  out  and  here  again  infestation  was 
present  in  minor  degree  only. 


COLLIERY  SFOIXBAI^IK. 

Throughout  tho  year  tho  Spoilbank  at  Darfiold  liain  Colliery  v/as  entirely 
q-uiescont  and  gave  no  trouble  whatsoever. 


FACTORlJ.es. 

There  arc  six  factories  on  the  Register  and  no  formal  action  v;as 
necessary  to  obtain  reasonable  conditions. 


SEi-iERS  Airo  SEEAGE  DISPOSAL . 

During  the  year  Phase  II  of  the  Sewerage  Improvement  Scheme  was  started 
and  aXmost  completed,  Tho  work  consisted  of  draining  Low  Valley  and  other 
sections  of  the  district  through  a new  outfall  sower  toriiiinating  at  the  Ings 
Road  Sewage  Disposal  VJorks  belonging  to  Nbmbwell  Urban  District  Council,  The 
relief  to  the  Council’s  ovm  Sewage  Works  was  about  one  quainter  of  tho  total 
promises  in  tho  district  and  the  difficulties  of  treatment  at  our  oi^ai  works, 
wore  appreciably  eased. 

ifork  on  this  now  sower  was  made  much  more  difficult  by  unexpected  site 
conditions  \diich  included  tremendous  quantities  of  subsoil  vjatcr  and  unstable 
ground  which  jointly  created  very  difficult  working  conditions.  The  inverted 
siphon  beneath  tho  River  Dove  unfortunately  had  to  bo  laid  at  a time  when  the 
river  was  in  full  flow,  but  the  ^^^ork  was  novortholoss  accomplished  without 
incident, 

Tho  problem  remaining  for  fixture  settlement  now  involves  tho  Sewage 
Diposal  Works  themselves  wliich,  although  damaged  by  mining  subsidence  and 
obsolete  in  certain  respects,  continue  under  difficulty  to  produce  a 
reasonable  effluent. 


I^UBLIC  CLEAIJSIMG. 

The  Refuse  Collection  Service  has  boon  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
manner  throughout  the  year  and  a seven-day  frequency  of  collection  has 
Ipecn  provided. 

Disposal  of  house  refuse  was  by  controlled  tipping  in  low  lying  fields 
in  tho  "Ings"  district. 
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The  recovery  of  Salvage  has  been  continued  and  slightly  improved  prices 
for  paper  resulted  in  a snail  increase  in  the  Incone  for  the  year,  details 
of  which  arc  as  follows ; 


£,  s,  d. 


Waste  Paper 

317, 

4, 

11. 

Non-ferrous  Scrap 

43. 

7. 

8. 

Ferrous  Scrap 

19. 

10. 

Rags 

18, 

8, 

9. 

Total  Salvage  Sglcs 

£398. 

2, 

2. 

During  the  year  an  area  of  waterlogged  ground  below  Darfiold  Parish 
Church  was  improved  by  tipping  operations  but  only  innocuous  material  was 
used  for  this  purpose,  A largo  stagnant  pond  ;;hich  had  been  a source  of 
complaint  for  a long  time  was  in  tliis  way  eliminated. 


FOOD  PKEjCESF^ 


FOOD  INSPECTIOM 


The  nuiabcr  of  registered  premises  in  the  district  is 
Fried  Fish  Shops  - 6 

Ice  Cream  Dealers  ~ 15 

Meat  Products  - 2 

The  general  standard  of  food  shops  was  satisfactory  and  repairs 
wore  carried  out  at  several  proriiisos.  One  new  butcher  ^s  shop  was 
erected  at  Clarohurst  Road  and  the  shop  was  fitted  out  to  a very  high 
standard.  In  addition  the  Darficld  Hotel  was  built  and  opened  during 
the  year  and  every  consideration  was  given  to  obtaining  a high  standard 
of  equipment  for  the  promises. 


PIF.AT  INSPECTION. 

In  July  the  private  slaughter  of  animals  again  became  porraiss:.blc 
and  applications  to  licence  four  private  slaughterhouses  wore  received. 

Only  two  of  these  applicants  were  granted  licences  at  No.  44  George  Street, 

Low  Valley  and  No.  2 School  Street,  Daxfield^  the  other  applications  being 
rejected  because  of  unsatisfactory  proms  os. 

The  effect  of  rosurring  private  slaughter  iias  to  create  a considerable 
amount  of  additional  work  at  a time  idion  already  under  great  pressure  with 
other  commitments,  and  the  irregularity  of  slaughter  was  a groat  extra  burden, 
A full  and  complete  inspection  service  was  however  provided  at  all  times 
and  below  is  a s\jmriiary  of  the  animals  killed  and  of  condemnations  wliich 
w'orc  necessary  for  the  reasons  stated. 

On  one  occasion  a butcher  was  found  to  be  slaughtering  a boast  without 
proper  notification  having  been  given,  A prosecution  eventually  followed 
and  the  offender  was  fined  £10  and  Costs, 


Cattle 

249 

Sheep 

170 

Pigs 

142 

Calves 

15 

Total 

576 

Condormations ; 


l'/oifi:ht  in  lbs. 


Tuberculosis  - all  forms 

1,429 

Abscess 

165 

Tumour 

14 

Cirrhosis 

108 

Fluke  Abscess 

43 

Mastitis 

87 

Multiple  Cysts 

13 

Contamination 

25 

Inflammation 

10 

Angioma-ta 

15 

Cystic orcus  Bovis 

35 

Strciigyli 

10 

1,954 

MILK 

The  follovdng  is  a list  of  the  licensed  distributors  of  nilk; 
Sterilised  Mlk  8 

Pasteurised  Milk  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  2 


OTPLH  FOODS 


The  follovdng  miscellaneous  items  of  food  stiiff  were  found  on 
examination  to  bo  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  wore  surrendered 
for  destruction: 

Boneless  Ham 

10  lbs. 

Raisins 

7i  lbs. 

Tomatoes 

4 Tins 

Shrimps 

3 Tins 

Pork 

1 Tin 
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HOUSBIG 


1954  yas  anothor  yoar  of  considerable  activity’-  in  the  field  of  housing, 
and  work  on  non  roads  and  sowers  on  the  Tenpest  Avenue  Estate  began  in  J'one 
followed  by  the  coiarnonconont  of  house  building  of  both  Traditional  and  Hon- 
Traditional  typos, 

During  the  year  all  the  preparatory  work  for  the  erection  of  100  Cornish 
Unit  typo  of  Non-Traditional  house  was  completed  after  protracted  negotiation 
with  I4inistry  and  Contractors,  In  addition,  I personally  prepared  plans  and 
specifications  and  carried  out  all  negotiations  for  20  Traditional  Brick 
houses  and  erection  work  on  both  t\pos  had  comcnccd  by  October,  and 
proceeded  throughout  a winter  of  adverse  weather  conditions. 

The  Cornish  Unit  typo  of  house  was  selected  as  the  most  suitable  for 
this  district  after  careful  and  thoughtful  consideration  and  after  visits 
had  boon  made  to  housing  sites  of  other  authorities.  By  early  Doconber 
the  first  pair  of  this  type  was  complete  and  following  an  official  opening 
by  the  Chairman  of  Council  and  Chairman  of  Housing  Comr.iLttec,  the  houses  were 
available  for  inspection  by  the  general  public  for  several  weeks.  In  one 
house  of  the  pair  the  East  Midlands  Gas  Board  and  the  Yorkshire  Electricity 
Board  displayed  appropriate  domestic  fittings  and  equipment;  the  other 
house  v;as  fully  furnished  by  the  Barnsley  British  Co-operative  Society  Ltd, 

Early  in  the  yoar  house  building  on  the  Saltorsbrook  Housing  Estate  was 
complete  and  in  July  a block  of  2 Houses,  2 Shops  and  1 Flat  - to  complete 
the  shopping  centre  on  this  Estate  - were  finished  and  handed  over. 

There  was  a total  of  16  now  houses  completed  during  the  twelve  months 
comprising  12  Coimcil  properties  and  6 private  residences,  .Uthough  this 
was  a low  building  rate  by  recent  standards  a considerable  number  of  structures 
had  been  prepared  on  the  Tempest  Avenue  Estate  and  were  ready  for  internal 
work  to  begin, 

14  Houses  which  had  been  closed  last  yoar  in  Pitt  Street  wore  demolished 
and  the  site  was  taken  over  by  the  National  Coal  Board,  Tliis  year  there  was 
a decrease  in  the  number  of  legal  notices  carried  out  by  the  Council  in 
default  of  the  owners,  the  number  being  14  out  of  a total  of  48  notices. 

The  Council’s  House  ihiting  List  was  completely  revised  in  order  to 
provide  up-to-date  informa uion  to  facilitate  a proper  selection  of  tenants 
for  the  largo  number  of  houses  soon  to  become  available  for  letting.  In 
addition,  the  interchange  of  tenants  into  more  suitable  accommodation  was 
encouraged  and  indeed  carried  out  whenever  possible. 

Following  the  successful  installation  of  hot  water  radiators  in  one 
Aluminium  Pre-fabricated  Bungalow  last  yoar,  similar  installations  wore 
provided  in  the  remaining  19  bungalows  and  tenants  in  general  appear  v/cll 
satisfied  with  this  improvement. 

The  repair  of  Council  Houses,  apart  from  c]!:tornal  painting,  was  kept 
at  a very  high  standard  considering  that  there  was  an  increasing  nuaber  of 
properties  without  any  corresponding  increase  of  Repair  Staff.  The  system 
of  repairing  houses  in  rota  by  streets  has  shown  that  more  work  can  be  carried 
out  by  the  same  nunbor  of  worlmen  because  time  \jhich  would  otlicri'/isc  be  used 
in  travelling  about  the  district  is  saved.  There  live  been  periods  however 
when  the  pressure  of  "Emergency  Repairs",  the  carrying  out  of  other  Council 
Tvork,  and  absontecism  duo  to  siclencss,  have  combined  to  disrupt  the  repair 
systera.  External  painting  of  houses  by  Council  woiiaaen  could  not  bo 
continued  because  tradesmen  were  not  available  for  this  work.  The  finances 
of  the  Housing  Repairs  Fund  are  in  a very  healthy  condition  despite  the  fact 
that  only  the  Statutory  Mininum  is  set  aside  for  this  work. 

On  August  30th  the  Housing  Repairs  & Rents  Act  became  operative  as  a 
result  of  which  a tremendous  number  of  onquirios  was  received  from  oiaiors  and 
tenants  alike,  and  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disropa.ir  wore  granted  in 
five  cases. 
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During  ihc  year  the  Council  decided  to  adopt  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act  to  finance  the  purchase  of  house  property  by  private  persons,  and  fouar 
applications  for  loan  were  dealt  uith. 

The  following  is  a suianary  of  the  various  Hotices  served  duaring  the  year: 

Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Act  1936 


Informal 

252 

Formal 

48 

The  following  Notices  ^^rere  complied  i-/ith; 

Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Act  1936 


Inforroal  234 

Formal:  (a)  By  Owner  34 

(b)  By  Local  Authority 
in  default  of 
Owners  - 14 
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